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A major milestone was the launch of the Centre for
Constitutional Transformation of South Africa
(CCTSA), first envisioned by FW at the
Foundation’s 20  anniversary in 2019.  Today it is
a living space for reflection, debate and
understanding – reminding us of the courage and
compromise that shaped our constitutional
democracy and inviting all to walk the path of unity
through dialogue and respect.
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Over the past year, the Foundation hosted its
annual conference and the FW de Klerk Memorial
Lecture, where we heard voices of leadership and
integrity offering wisdom for the road ahead.  
Through our Constitutional Rights and
Constitutional Advancement Programmes, we
remained vigilant and vocal in defending the
Constitution – through legal submissions,
educational platforms and youth engagement that
inspires a new generation of active citizens.

Our charitable work remained close to our hearts.  
Thanks to the generosity of the Nedbank South
African Charity Golf Day, we supported
organisations dedicated to children and young
people with disabilities.  Their courage affirms that
kindness and responsibility remain central to our
national spirit.

I remain humbled to serve as Chairperson. I
remind myself often that this work is rooted in a
legacy of love – love for the values that brought
South Africa to this point in its history.  As FW
believed, this Foundation has a unique role - not
only in remembering the past, but in helping to
shape a future built on constitutional integrity,
fairness, inclusion and peace.

As I reflect on the past year, I do so with gratitude, admiration and unwavering hope for our shared South
African future.

The FW de Klerk Foundation has continued its mission with quiet determination and passionate purpose.  
In 2025, we marked 35 years since FW’s historic speech to Parliament that set our democratic journey in
motion, and we continued to live out his vision: to protect our Constitution, uphold the rights and freedoms it
enshrines and foster reconciliation among all South Africans.
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRPERSON

Chairperson
Elita de Klerk

As you read this Annual Report, I hope you sense the immense dedication of our Board, our Vice
Chairperson, our Executive Director and our exceptional staff. 

To all our supporters, friends and partners - thank you.  You make our work possible.  With your support, I
believe the best chapters of our story still lie ahead.



A few examples follow below to illustrate how this shift in
focus was realised in practice. 

The Foundation’s call on political parties loyal to the
Constitution to come together and focus on what is in the
country's best interest, a “Government of National Unity”
(GNU), was widely shared in major television stations,
such as eNCA, and in mainstream media publications.
This would include political parties loyal to the
Constitution and committed to the Bill of Rights.

The FW de Klerk Foundation also explained that such a
government must create a conducive environment for
local and foreign direct investment and increase tax
revenue to overcome the triple threats of poverty,
unemployment and inequality.

⁠⁠It must also adopt a zero-tolerance approach towards bad
governance and management in state-owned enterprises
and government departments and it must scale up
infrastructure and housing development projects by
leveraging private-sector expertise and technologies.

The Foundation also highlighted that the government
would have to prioritise youth employment and food
production to ensure access to affordable, healthy and
available food and help farmers to mitigate the many risks
they face.

Unity amongst South Africans is crucial for social
cohesion. The new government must build on our shared
national identity - based on our human rights culture of
non-racialism, non-sexism, human dignity, equality and
freedom. It must foster empathy, respect and honesty
amongst South Africans versus sowing division.

The work of the FW de Klerk Foundation for the past year, has been aimed at promoting and strengthening
constitutional values in various spheres of government and society. Notable, however, was the
Foundation’s shift in focus. From influencing policy to advocacy. And with a clear intention to support a
specific cause or policy.

It has indeed ushered in a dynamic new era for the organisation. And often involved deliberate and
organised efforts, campaigns, media interactions and community engagements and direct actions to
promote specific changes in policy, public perception and stimulate public debate. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
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Executive Director
Christo van der Rheede

The FW de Klerk Foundation also established itself as a leading voice in terms of the envisaged National
Dialogue process. Its call that South Africans be given the opportunity to elect their own representatives to
drive the National Dialogue, was aired by major television stations such as SABC, ENCA, Newzroom Africa,
radio stations and mainstream print media.

It emphasised that the National Dialogue belongs to the PEOPLE of South Africa. It must therefore be led
by the PEOPLE of South Africa and driven by a shared vision and active citizenship. Its outcome must
benefit the PEOPLE of South Africa. Not political parties or those individuals with self-interests.

The Foundation also appealed to communities and sectors not to wait for the National Dialogue to start, but
to get their own local or sectoral dialogues going! It called on black, white, coloured and Indian communities
to come together at the local level to create their own local dialogue forums. And to compile a local action
plan and put pressure on local, provincial and national government authorities to implement it.



It emphasised the importance of active citizenship as the oxygen that makes democracies thrive. In its
absence, corrupt, autocratic and self-appointed leaders flourish. Self-organising communities and strong
and knowledgeable leaders at the community level are our only hope to halt and reverse the decline in our
country. And the vehicle, a bottom-up and citizen-led National Dialogue! Not the other way around!

Honouring Rassie Erasmus, renowned Springbok Coach, earlier this year with the FW de Klerk Goodwill
Award for uniting the country was lauded far and wide and attracted a lot of attention through the print
media, as well as on social media. Thousands of people commented on Rassie’s speech. True to his
character, Erasmus accepted the award on behalf of his entire team, taking to X to express his gratitude,
saying, “We are humbled as a group! Lekka.”

The Foundation highlighted Erasmus’ ability to inspire people across all walks of life, fostering pride and
contributing to nation-building. It also noted that the values Erasmus embodies – non-racialism,
meritocracy, humility and patriotism – align with the ideals promoted by the FW de Klerk Foundation.

Rassie’s speech has served as an inspiration to many on social media who took parts of his speech and
distributed it on various platforms to support particular points of view. This positive outcome was to be
expected as South Africans are tired of the continuous racial polarisation often fuelled by politicians. 

The Foundation’s release of its 2023 Human Rights Report Card through an extensive media campaign
was a very effective way of strengthening constitutional advocacy as it revealed a troubling decline in 16 of
the 27 rights enshrined in South Africa’s Constitution. The connection between economic stagnation and
the erosion of dignity, education and healthcare access was laid bare through the media in the public and
private domains and reaffirmed the Foundation’s role as a constitutional watchdog.

Various community engagements in places such as Oudtshoorn, Stellenbosch, Mooreesburg, Hartswater,
Riebeeck Kasteel, Klerksdorp, Paarl, George, Bredasdorp and international engagements in London with
the leadership of companies such as Ninety One, Elixirr, SA Chamber of Commerce and Vision Blue
reinforced the Foundation’s commitment to strengthen South Africa’s constitutional values, promote
reconciliation and leverage our cultural diversity to the benefit of all South Africans. All of these public
engagements have helped elevate the Foundation’s visibility and credibility in national discourse.

Since the launch of several new initiatives in 2024, the Foundation has received encouraging feedback from
stakeholders, students and the broader public. The Constitutional Advancement Programme has resonated
strongly with students. Ismail Joosub praised the Foundation’s commitment to individual liberty and
democratic values, noting its alignment with his personal convictions.
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Internally, the sharper focus of the Constitutional Rights Programme, which proactively addresses
legislative and policy threats to constitutional integrity, has had a very positive impact on certain Bills that
were either amended or rescinded. Media coverage of programme launches and policy interventions has
reinforced the Foundation’s role as a credible voice in constitutional matters.

The interaction with the youth has been lauded as a practical and accessible way to promote civic
education and constitutional literacy. An interactive event in Braamfontein introduced students to the
Constitution, the Bill of Rights and the importance of active citizenship. The session aimed to inspire
learners to become future custodians of democracy. Across South Africa, the Foundation has worked with
matric students to deepen their understanding of constitutional rights and responsibilities, emphasising
youth participation in democratic processes.

The Foundation fosters open conversations, encouraging students to ask critical questions, challenge
assumptions and apply constitutional principles to their daily lives. It positions itself not just as an educator,
but as a partner in civic growth.

The Foundation has actively contributed to national policy debates through detailed submissions and legal
analysis. Key submissions include:

Basic Education Laws Amendment Bill – Submission to the National Council of Provinces on 30
January 2024.
General Intelligence Laws Amendment Bill (GILAB) – Oral submissions raised concerns about
constitutional implications.
Other Bills – Submissions on the Draft Marriage Bill, Local Government: General Laws Amendment Bill
and the National Health Insurance Bill.
Election Manifesto Assessment – Analysis of 17 political party manifestos for alignment with the Bill of
Rights ahead of the 2024 national elections.

The Foundation’s work remains on course in terms of ensuring that our Constitutional democracy becomes
a reality for all South Africans. Thank you to our donors, board, staff and all other role-players, especially
the media, who make this possible. 



Making our constitutional democracy a reality for all South Africans!

VISION

The Foundation’s vision is to be a self-sustaining organisation that promotes – and that will, in the long
term, continue to promote –

MISSION 

the South African Constitution;
national unity, reconciliation and the accommodation of diversity; and
the legacy of President FW de Klerk and the South African constitutional
transformation process.
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THE CENTRE FOR THE CONSTITUTIONAL
TRANSFORMATION OF SOUTH AFRICA
The FW de Klerk Foundation decided in 2021 to establish the Centre for the Constitutional Transformation
of South Africa to provide an audio-visual presentation on the constitutional transformation process – and to
highlight the key importance to all South Africans of the 1996 Constitution that was the culmination of this
process.

Last year marked the 25  anniversary of the FW de Klerk Foundation, a milestone we celebrated with the
official launch of the Centre for the Constitutional Transformation of South Africa on 10 November. The
Foundation is honoured to have had Premier Alan Winde, Premier of the Western Cape, present the
keynote address and to have had Archbishop Makgoba, Archbishop of the Anglican Church of South Africa,
offer a prayer. 

th

Launch of the Centre for the Constitutional
Transformation of South Africa 

WATCH THE LAUNCH HIGHLIGHT VIDEO
VIEW THE LAUNCH GALLERY
WATCH PREMIER WINDE’S ADDRESS
WATCH ARCHBISHOP MAKGOBA’S PRAYER
WATCH DAVE STEWARD’S INTRODUCTION OF THE CENTRE
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http://link.mta6.shspma.com/ls/click?upn=u001.KXv7bp8mB7T-2Fmw9tfiOZZ-2FAkbv0WHquAqLE6qqj0cuyTdvKV4e-2BiISM-2BduYxpQ8EakelACgu4Ib2jLlO6IsETX2LFd9gMhd21EQcNctqDgj2WO8YISnWmzTbvCrP-2FhjQedLLi4kIuqAyYAdwDX1uqQuSHf0vNknDGaG1iOpUFp-2BNWU15CpzQ-2FuHBMW1qcYKjRPj2BwJ1qMyfI0guetqDXCy5VVyYgeY-2FHDXtA46u7Jc-3DQYTt_7YdG3fnVyM4azKSxpZUdzskyHoHb9CUETvrDqRUHWxZe3T6-2F0GzQH6ZJv-2F02LwNONWa0Tw158IpEN2lNjWxWz4dgrFWAffcUEVNH88MWR734BWGOQ6usgi4cZWjvtR-2B81X2fokmRyxSCMT9gcEetC764hQghufgUSZz34qHDOmN1-2BbPEqF-2BJFe1w0R-2FWDdnW-2B-2F4bbI6x3nAWWkrXvWRjxgB8os4sebSzajOCKvxP-2B4Q3XXwrNl487EFozDUNH-2BS083fmBjpczsQhHU8TfkE09pV-2FDLYFtPHdrYIJXh7QSOJ5kiyCkvpR2GpPIpgx-2FGF20oHTY7ToRTQorTtNetHJcEGIPAynt17vGQnUPK6mvkDUo1chB1WoXS6YHre1s57gYE-2BSTM6rngiW3QkOuKFTGHLhb-2BNQrQ2rdpNdVYmMrJGqhS39ucn1-2BnPD6Ugzs8ghMxusMeaS3RNtfHoHtImfqQ-3D-3D
https://fwdeklerk.org/centre-for-the-constitutional-transformation-of-south-africa-launch/
http://link.mta6.shspma.com/ls/click?upn=u001.KXv7bp8mB7T-2Fmw9tfiOZZ96pHWQKdtPNi3FKIlCTrntyjHA5tGUTTEfxRD-2FUnsLYKgkrNqkbeQ2V0a7M8IHd550r7-2BLw-2FjzaV7xPnbzzINy2My6lwB9ms4KGuXuwIawxZtI-2FbUsKe3QWamZh2nnrXEADoettvaNBclRv2GuiKdcibQx2MBEgrM-2FDC47L6ew7MmuS4SVjVbEyVQ5h8-2B9Imnz4fgCPQOvLbXmSp1fopaE-3DQa-2_7YdG3fnVyM4azKSxpZUdzskyHoHb9CUETvrDqRUHWxZe3T6-2F0GzQH6ZJv-2F02LwNONWa0Tw158IpEN2lNjWxWz4dgrFWAffcUEVNH88MWR734BWGOQ6usgi4cZWjvtR-2B81X2fokmRyxSCMT9gcEetC764hQghufgUSZz34qHDOmN1-2BbPEqF-2BJFe1w0R-2FWDdnW-2B-2F4bbI6x3nAWWkrXvWRjxgB8os4sebSzajOCKvxP-2B4Q3XXwrNl487EFozDUNH-2BS083fmBjpczsQhHU8TfkE09pV-2FDLYFtPHdrYIJXh7QSOJ5kiyCkvpR2GpPIpgx-2FGF20oHTY7ToRTQorTtNetHJcDka1HEALSlEkpaxs4pmKdVE4pACvVcS0ev8kOF6Cq0Ggi9GiNPYL4dCwW41dfNYkstoK74JDIicp5CwVsWOAhvyWQ4T-2FSfqMwapRAuIS64fN8UQMTk0Ij1diuNzs5wHaQ-3D-3D
http://link.mta6.shspma.com/ls/click?upn=u001.KXv7bp8mB7T-2Fmw9tfiOZZxMfu6TnXHcrBZaAUgoGNAjA3UUp8jZxU2Ti1esr7dkFtdyXA-2FLblXEo5KklMJJw6pYO0auPL-2Fih6aIM0WKAr51v-2FM7h2BXB8LzW-2B4jiug95zpX-2BKgmnjsmzHsqE2hXCpk17BVBFosKsaawjr7NZBTWszhGCKkcs2Jw-2FN62fg8okTWhb1elnWEk2cuHjY9-2B-2BU93TqjFzTEog8QRfcLJo-2F4c-3DOB_m_7YdG3fnVyM4azKSxpZUdzskyHoHb9CUETvrDqRUHWxZe3T6-2F0GzQH6ZJv-2F02LwNONWa0Tw158IpEN2lNjWxWz4dgrFWAffcUEVNH88MWR734BWGOQ6usgi4cZWjvtR-2B81X2fokmRyxSCMT9gcEetC764hQghufgUSZz34qHDOmN1-2BbPEqF-2BJFe1w0R-2FWDdnW-2B-2F4bbI6x3nAWWkrXvWRjxgB8os4sebSzajOCKvxP-2B4Q3XXwrNl487EFozDUNH-2BS083fmBjpczsQhHU8TfkE09pV-2FDLYFtPHdrYIJXh7QSOJ5kiyCkvpR2GpPIpgx-2FGF20oHTY7ToRTQorTtNetHJcDRgCWf6Yb4dZ7MFnXwT8wzlwhdwSD1BHS4Tyqy9Mzzx47u-2Fy7En5oQvGcZq4m7UBJQZurau6kFTDdkxHcYHLnuFTPB1gSFNWWEgXaoNql6wpKJeeg1SxpOOUMG-2FwP0exg-3D-3D
http://link.mta6.shspma.com/ls/click?upn=u001.KXv7bp8mB7T-2Fmw9tfiOZZ3zCYTEz-2Fgxdqyk06VseJkzzRrWBT5bxTfocB7GzVxoI8AZ1i16x1SwQ95tMbjvGPOQj90vYCkQ8RGZhZMD6SLS-2BSByd04kWuobZBp1TWNyLxUuugl-2BCeRgl9GxS8rpSojGvOOYYVNQSnm3rLLzPaO6btGSoexXf9svo8NIbtkC2zNepAn6Si80i-2FWgzsrHVHwL-2BVPV6PSGQ8EKB6T11Km8Y0EECPMARngaF20FBpF5G0TlE_7YdG3fnVyM4azKSxpZUdzskyHoHb9CUETvrDqRUHWxZe3T6-2F0GzQH6ZJv-2F02LwNONWa0Tw158IpEN2lNjWxWz4dgrFWAffcUEVNH88MWR734BWGOQ6usgi4cZWjvtR-2B81X2fokmRyxSCMT9gcEetC764hQghufgUSZz34qHDOmN1-2BbPEqF-2BJFe1w0R-2FWDdnW-2B-2F4bbI6x3nAWWkrXvWRjxgB8os4sebSzajOCKvxP-2B4Q3XXwrNl487EFozDUNH-2BS083fmBjpczsQhHU8TfkE09pV-2FDLYFtPHdrYIJXh7QSOJ5kiyCkvpR2GpPIpgx-2FGF20oHTY7ToRTQorTtNetHJcMP7GKu9dHqtdxscs-2FfmQC2cXQm3tXp8o8JL7cbs8hQ3-2BGy-2BMpr-2Ff7Re4GIiP8eGXQj90lNRmRfwYBaiTAUYPTd2OQhyEIZxcKYpfZ-2Fkm597EGlRvq-2FEvd2caAzvTfv15g-3D-3D


The Centre for the Constitutional Transformation of South Africa (CCTSA) has
been open to the public since February 2025. The exhibition is currently open
between 10:00 and 14:00 on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday to Webticket
ticket holders. The Centre has already hosted many visitors for a tour. We
have also hosted a number of events, including: 

On 18 February the Foundation hosted a diplomatic breakfast and welcomed
delegates from Belgium, Canada, China, Finland, Germany, Greece, Japan,
Netherlands, Spain, Turkey, the United Kingdom and the United States. 

On 9 April, the Foundation hosted a breakfast briefing for representatives of
various Chambers of Commerce and business including those from the
Western Cape, the AHI Western Cape, Canada, China, Greece, the
Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, Italy and Turkey. 

On 4 June, the Foundation hosted a brunch briefing for representatives from
the tourism industry, including Thompsons Travel, the Mount Nelson Hotel
(also Vice Chair of the Cape Town Concierge Forum), Gold Travel, Cape
Heritage Tours, Timeless Africa Safari’s, Fedhasa, WESGRO, Cape by Design
Tours, AbroadScope, Vergelegen, Cape Walking Tours and PKF Hospitality. 

The Centre for the Constitutional
Transformation of South Africa in Operation 

Provided guided
tours for high profile
visitors, as well as
learners from
various schools  

10+ Roundtable
dialogues have
been hosted

The launch of 
the CCTSA  was
successful (online
& in-person)

Partnerships
for school visits
are in process

IMPACT AT A GLANCEIMPACT AT A GLANCEIMPACT AT A GLANCE
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THE FW DE KLERK LEGACY
PROGRAMME
The Foundation commemorates and celebrates the legacy of its founder, FW de Klerk by

providing information on his life and career;
instituting an annual conference in commemoration of the anniversary of the speech by FW de Klerk on 

      2 February 1990 that initiated South Africa’s constitutional transformation process;
instituting the annual FW de Klerk Memorial Lecture on 11 November;  and
establishing the FW de Klerk Archive and Library.

The FW de Klerk Memorial Lecture on "The World Today"
On 11 November 2024, we hosted the highly successful Third FW de Klerk Memorial Lecture, featuring
Barbara Barrett (25th Secretary of the United States Air Force and former United States Ambassador to
Finland) as our distinguished guest speaker. Thank you for helping us to commemorate the legacy of a
truly remarkable leader and man.

WATCH AMBASSADOR BARRETT’S ADDRESS
READ AMBASSADOR BARRETT’S SPEECH
WATCH THE LECTURE HIGHLIGHT VIDEO
VIEW THE LECTURE GALLERY

The FW de Klerk Archive 
Establishing the FW de Klerk Archive is an ongoing project. The digital archive is in the process to be
finalised by Africa Media Online. 
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http://link.mta6.shspma.com/ls/click?upn=u001.KXv7bp8mB7T-2Fmw9tfiOZZ2LRf0mEoz0p-2BkuJ2hvleppVE5WZXIAiiOAmOrZeAiGXr4NX9G9K-2FIFkHUuGH30F-2F1CTBaOy42Re5hCfEl6GZgscGKiwp0BvI-2FiGbutzD8XYqPYnq0DeaADQWCU-2FY25eiS6bPP3P1p8urtcgt0Q3iNTKQDKAGE5LPz04van7Xn-2FQQvzH2YUou1NnGgCfUHUDuDigrjIYFS9EffccGZR-2BVY1hIJYy4cVEmtNLHLlikMcBwl2FlFFSU7eyf1Li-2FSmzdZGkM1yCY3ZQu-2BsUYVb4oZaCRgFknM1ierQId1VN07ua-2Fi-2BjRahWVbjOz8cgztSajiIHoxK4-2FzF0-2ByID-2F9S7g7w-3DFSGA_7YdG3fnVyM4azKSxpZUdzskyHoHb9CUETvrDqRUHWxZe3T6-2F0GzQH6ZJv-2F02LwNONWa0Tw158IpEN2lNjWxWz4dgrFWAffcUEVNH88MWR734BWGOQ6usgi4cZWjvtR-2B81X2fokmRyxSCMT9gcEetC764hQghufgUSZz34qHDOmN1-2BbPEqF-2BJFe1w0R-2FWDdnW-2B-2F4bbI6x3nAWWkrXvWRjxgB8os4sebSzajOCKvxP-2B4Q3XXwrNl487EFozDUNH-2BS083fmBjpczsQhHU8TfkE09pV-2FDLYFtPHdrYIJXh7QSOJ5kiyCkvpR2GpPIpgx-2FGF20oHTY7ToRTQorTtNetHJcIOeadBBC-2FhAq47d6dTKPQCNKMg50NYr3N8ySlWvjz-2B-2Fn-2B-2F4A-2BPs92zrUvqpUniQZxv-2BUNISZWxdHfimXkaLwBub0XNXhxCIDSqM1SXzyokrv7HzdulHUwmFPTLDmeV0aA-3D-3D
http://link.mta6.shspma.com/ls/click?upn=u001.KXv7bp8mB7T-2Fmw9tfiOZZ3zCYTEz-2Fgxdqyk06VseJkxk7jF-2BE37-2BKxyWIZpsYLuPgRpr5PC5P-2BykaqjpPJjYGHijaUTn-2FBMrR1RRUcUtaccXLOGpzE1rKV0Pvh5q4DjHCQrJYlkYrnRj1xdifK5RpCBKqgpIGuPTakzpozojYTitYrzNxB7IQ0jgKheWosJqOnvx-2FuLd64l5Jp8-2BSfGiPAH97Pa9ZZjp9bbyUzaRaxMErO1IL1P-2F7gaRXqdUFlEMpgl__7YdG3fnVyM4azKSxpZUdzskyHoHb9CUETvrDqRUHWxZe3T6-2F0GzQH6ZJv-2F02LwNONWa0Tw158IpEN2lNjWxWz4dgrFWAffcUEVNH88MWR734BWGOQ6usgi4cZWjvtR-2B81X2fokmRyxSCMT9gcEetC764hQghufgUSZz34qHDOmN1-2BbPEqF-2BJFe1w0R-2FWDdnW-2B-2F4bbI6x3nAWWkrXvWRjxgB8os4sebSzajOCKvxP-2B4Q3XXwrNl487EFozDUNH-2BS083fmBjpczsQhHU8TfkE09pV-2FDLYFtPHdrYIJXh7QSOJ5kiyCkvpR2GpPIpgx-2FGF20oHTY7ToRTQorTtNetHJcFYtJ3pX7eUJu-2BkRKfyQalJmlfrYhid-2FusBqC5UB5F6UltNFtYbwCDio5KgGjJUDs6IjayRDejq4bqemhYW0T9R-2Fyv5pkSh6C13Kp2GbdRO7rsPCZ2j3GiyOHMVDuVufJA-3D-3D
https://fwdeklerk.org/fw-de-klerk-memorial-lecture-2024-2/


The FW de Klerk Foundation Annual Conference was held on 31 January 2025 in
commemoration of the 35  anniversary of the speech by FW de Klerk on               
2 February 1990 that initiated South Africa’s constitutional transformation process.

th

The Foundation co-hosted the conference with the Konrad- Adenauer-Stiftung
(KAS). The annual conference is the flagship conference of the FW de Klerk
Foundation, attracting delegates from across politics, academia, business, civil
society, the diplomatic corps and the media. 

Gregor Jaecke, Resident Representative of KAS, and Elita de Klerk welcomed the
guests. It was followed by four speeches by excellent speakers and ended with a
Q&A session moderated by Christo van der Rheede.

The theme of the Conference was “South Africa’s Position in the World Today”.
The German Ambassador, Mr Andreas Peschke, spoke from an international
relations and political perspective; Magda Wierzycka, CEO of Sygnia, spoke from
a business and ethical perspective; Dr Harlan Cloete, Research Fellow at the
University of the Free State, spoke from a government administration and service
delivery perspective; and Dr Johan “Rassie” Erasmus spoke from a nation
building and sport perspective. 

The closing remarks were delivered by Christina Teichmann and it ended with a
cocktail reception to allow for informal networking and the exchange of ideas.

The feedback was very positive and media coverage was good, extending the
event’s impact beyond the attendees. 

The FW de Klerk Foundation’s Annual Conference continues to be a vital platform
for discussing issues relevant to South Africa’s evolving constitutional democracy. 

The FW de Klerk Foundation Annual
Conference on “South Africa’s Position in the
World Today”

WATCH THE EVENT HIGHLIGHT VIDEO
VIEW THE EVENT GALLERY
WATCH THE EVENT RECORDING
READ DR HARLAN CLOETE’S SPEECH
READ MAGDA WIERZYCKA’S SPEECH
WATCH DR HARLAN CLOETE’S PRESENTATION
WATCH MAGDA WIERZYCKA’S PRESENTATION
WATCH RASSIE ERASMUS’ PRESENTATION
WATCH AMBASSADOR PESCHKE’S PRESENTATION
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=njq1QJLMwiw
https://fwdeklerk.org/the-fw-de-klerk-foundation-annual-conference-2025/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kmHgcrL6yjk
https://fwdeklerk.org/dr-harlan-cloetes-presentation-at-the-fw-de-klerk-foundation-annual-conference/
https://fwdeklerk.org/magda-wierzyckas-presentation-at-the-fw-de-klerk-foundation-annual-conference/
https://youtu.be/Eslyt53CuHo
https://youtu.be/i-B-VAmkAj4
https://youtu.be/Gx5RBpHE3_k
https://youtu.be/XUR8MAXPudk


The FW de Klerk Foundation has chosen Doctor Johan "Rassie" Erasmus
as the recipient of the 2024 FW de Klerk Goodwill Award, because of his
passion, devotion and brilliance in leading the Springboks to World Cup
glory in 2019 and 2023. His role as coach inspires people from all walks of
life, instills pride and promotes nation-building.

The Springboks’ victories continue to unite South Africans in celebration
and also serve to inspire every citizen to derive important life lessons about
working together as a nation, mutual respect, tolerance, humanity,
perseverance, teamwork, discipline, leadership and serving the interest of
all of our people.

The FW de Klerk Goodwill Award

WATCH THE PRESENTATION OF THE GOODWILL AWARD
LEARN MORE ABOUT THE GOODWILL AWARD

Thanks to the generosity of the Nedbank South African Charity Golf Day, the FW de Klerk Foundation
supported various charitable organisations making a real difference in the lives of people with disabilities
and youth from disadvantaged communities. From the donation we received from the 2024 event we
supported the following organisations: Cape Town Society for the Blind, Iris House Children’s Hospice, Life
Choices, National Institute for the Deaf, Shiloh Klipheuwel, Good Hope Feeding Trust and U-Turn.

We are also in the process of strengthening our relationship with these organisations and plan to
collaborate with them on projects. 

The Foundation’s Charitable Programme

Hours watch
time of legacy
content 
(owned platforms)

4.68K 7
Charities supporting
vulnerable groups
have been assisted 

Promoting goodwill 
by presenting the 
FW de Klerk 
Goodwill Award

15 years

IMPACT AT A GLANCEIMPACT AT A GLANCEIMPACT AT A GLANCE
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https://youtu.be/mUq3Dq4fmNQ
https://fwdeklerk.org/fw-de-klerk-foundation-awards-doctor-johan-rassie-erasmus-with-the-fw-de-klerk-goodwill-award/


The FW de Klerk Foundation’s Constitutional Rights Programme defends and promotes the Constitution by:

1.Monitoring proposed legislation (“bills”), court judgments and developments in the political debate that
might impact the Constitution;

2.Participating in the national debate on constitutional issues through the publication of articles and
podcasts; the organisation of conferences and seminars; and the publication of its annual Human
Rights Report Card;

3.Making legal submissions on problematic legislation and policies to Parliament and state organs;
4. Initiating drafting of bills to remedy unconstitutional laws or conduct.
5. Initiating and participating in campaigns to oppose legislation and policies that undermine the

Constitution; and
6.Initiating litigation, where appropriate, to oppose unconstitutional actions and policies.

THE CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS
PROGRAMME

In the lead-up to the national and provincial elections on 29 May 2025, the Programme
undertook the Election 2024 Project: This multi-part initiative aimed to educate voters
on how aligned the political parties they could choose from were with the country’s
Constitution. The project produced two detailed report cards: One, the Manifestos
Report Card, which assessed the constitutional compliance of party manifestos.
Second, the Actions Report Card, which evaluated whether parties’ actions, policies
and rhetoric aligned with the Constitution. Complemented by a series of articles and
videos, the project empowered citizens to make informed electoral choices rooted in
constitutional values.

The Election 2024 Project

Part A - Manifestos Report Card:
a.    Manifesto ranking
b.    Compliance Index
c.    Executive Summary
d.    Full Report

Part B - Actions Report Card:
a.    Conduct ranking
b.    Compliance Index
c.    Full Report

13
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https://fwdeklerk.org/the-fw-de-klerk-foundations-election-series/
https://fwdeklerk.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Final-Manifesto-Ranking.pdf
https://fwdeklerk.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Final-Assessment-of-Compliance-of-the-Election-Manifestos.pdf
https://fwdeklerk.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Final-Assessment-of-Compliance-of-the-Election-Manifestos.pdf
https://fwdeklerk.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Executive-Summary.pdf
https://fwdeklerk.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/240509-Manifesto-Document-1.pdf
https://fwdeklerk.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Ranking-Evaluating-the-Realisation-of-Election-Promises.pdf.pdf
https://fwdeklerk.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Assessment-of-Compliance-of-Parties-in-Practice-with-the-Constitution-and-the-Bill-of-Rights-1-1.pdf
https://fwdeklerk.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Assessment-of-Compliance-of-Parties-in-Practice-with-the-Constitution-and-the-Bill-of-Rights-1-1.pdf
https://fwdeklerk.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/240527-Evaluating-the-Realisation-of-Election-Promises-1.pdf


On 24 September 2024, the Programme released its 2024 Cultural,
Linguistic and Religious Rights Report Card. The report marked
Heritage Day and was a critical reflection on the state’s respect for
and promotion of citizens’ cultural, linguistic and religious rights. The
Programme wrote various opinion pieces in mainstream media outlets
and did TV interviews to raise awareness of the report card and its
findings.

On 20 March 2024, in honour of Human Rights Day, the Programme
launched its 2023 Human Rights Report Card at an in-person event in
Cape Town. The report offered a comprehensive assessment of the
state of each right in the Bill of Rights, highlighting areas of both
progress and regression. With an executive summary and full report
available to the public, the report served as a resource allowing
citizens and media to engage critical conversations about the health of
human rights in South Africa.

Through these three flagship initiatives, the Programme reflected the
Foundation’s unwavering dedication to constitutional literacy, public
accountability and the protection of fundamental rights. 

Human Rights Report Card

2024 Cultural, Religious and Language
Rights Report Card
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https://fwdeklerk.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/FW-de-Klerk-Foundation-CRL-Rights-Report-Card-September-2024.pdf
https://fwdeklerk.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/FW-de-Klerk-Foundation-CRL-Rights-Report-Card-September-2024.pdf
https://fwdeklerk.org/examining-the-health-of-human-rights-in-south-africa/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OMmjv60myKk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OMmjv60myKk
https://fwdeklerk.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/HRRC2023-Summary.pdf
https://fwdeklerk.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/HRRC2023_compressed.pdf
https://fwdeklerk.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/FW-de-Klerk-Foundation-CRL-Rights-Report-Card-September-2024.pdf
https://fwdeklerk.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/FW-de-Klerk-Foundation-CRL-Rights-Report-Card-September-2024.pdf
https://fwdeklerk.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/FW-de-Klerk-Foundation-CRL-Rights-Report-Card-September-2024.pdf


Following the results of the 29 May 2024 elections, a Government of National Unity (“GNU”) was formed.
The Constitution, however, currently remains a largely unattainable reality for most South Africans. To this
end, the Foundation, in conjunction with the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, hosted a conference on the
“Coalition Government: The Opportunities & Challenges Faced in Making Our Constitutional Democracy a
Reality for All South Africans”. 

This conference took place in Johannesburg on 12 July 2024. It was intended to reach political decision
makers, academics and civil society organisations. Said event (coincidentally) took place a day prior to the
GNU’s Policy Lekgotla and drew a wide variety of insights and proposed solutions from the wide range
speakers and prompted much dialogue between delegates (which included numerous other foundations
and news media etc.). The Conference made the national evening news.

The speakers included: Dr Sizwe Mpofu-Walsh (Department of International Relations, Witwatersrand
University), Busisiwe Mavuso (CEO of Business Leadership South Africa), Prof Chris Landsberg (South
African National NRF Chair: African Diplomacy and Foreign Policy, University of Johannesburg), Prof
William Gumede (Chair of Multi-Party Charter For South Africa) and Prof Dirk Kotzé (UNISA Professor).

The Conference concluded with a lively panel discussion on “Strategies for Effective Coalition Governance
to make the Constitution a Lived Reality for all South Africans”.

2024 Constitutional Rights Conference on Coalition Government:
The Opportunities and Challenges Faced in Making Our
Constitutional Democracy a Reality for All South Africans

WATCH THE CONFERENCE
VIEW THE CONFERENCE GALLERY
WATCH THE CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHT VIDEO
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https://youtu.be/aaoeku2evH0?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/aaoeku2evH0?feature=shared
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RdA5Ou0PUn4&pp=ygU7aGUgRlcgZGUgS2xlcmsgRm91bmRhdGlvbidzIENvYWxpdGlvbiBHb3Zlcm5tZW50IENvbmZlcmVuY2U%3D
https://youtu.be/aaoeku2evH0?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/aaoeku2evH0?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/aaoeku2evH0?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/aaoeku2evH0?feature=shared
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9typigbUDy0
https://fwdeklerk.org/coalition-government-conference/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aaoeku2evH0


In 2024, the Programme expanded the FW de Klerk Foundation’s public education efforts through a
growing podcast series under the Constitution@Work banner. Highlights included episodes on indigenous
languages, the Government of National Unity and a three-part series on South Africa’s nuclear
disarmament. The Programme also released episodes on electoral reform and the Expropriation Act. Its
goal with all these podcasts is to make complex legal issues accessible to the public in a video format.

Podcast guests include: Prof William Gumede (University of the Witwatersrand Associate Professor), Prof
Theo Venter (NWU Business School Professor), Michael Louis (Chairman of One South Africa Movement
and the Independent Candidate Association South Africa), Jan Gerber (News24 Parliamentary Journalist),
RW Johnson (Political Analyst and Author), Mmusi Aloysias Maimane (Leader of Build One South Africa),
Michael Atkins (Election Analyst), Prof Anna-Mart van Wyk (University of Johannesburg Professor), Prof
Jo-Ansie van Wyk (UNISA Professor) and Prof Willem Fourie (University of Stellenbosch Policy Innovation
Lab Leader).

Constitution@Work Podcast

VIEW THE PODCAST RECORDINGS

Submissions
In 2024 and 2025, the Programme continued to play a pivotal role in defending the Constitution and
constitutional democracy by making formal written legal submissions in response to public calls for
comment on key legislative and policy proposals. These submissions reflected the Foundation’s
commitment to constitutional compliance, good governance and, most importantly, the protection of
fundamental rights.

The Programme made the following submissions in response to calls for
public comments:

The Local Government: General Laws Amendment Bill 2024 
The Local Government: Municipal Structures Amendment Bill 2024 
Electoral System for the National Assembly and Provincial
Legislatures
Constitution Nineteenth Amendment Bill
Local Government: Municipal Structures Amendment Bill
Draft Transformation Fund Concept Document

Press Statements
Through a series of timely and principled public statements, the Programme engaged with critical legislative
developments, governance challenges and human rights issues facing the country. As a result, the
Foundation influenced public discourse, held government accountable and served as a source of reliable
legally accurate information for citizens on key constitutional matters.
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLXkNgxAzq1X7LwxdnBs0aEVIevapqV0VV
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLXkNgxAzq1X7LwxdnBs0aEVIevapqV0VV
https://fwdeklerk.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/FWdKF-submission-General-Bill-FINAL-.pdf
https://fwdeklerk.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/FWdKF-submission-Coalitions-Bill-FINAL.pdf
https://fwdeklerk.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/FWdKF-Electoral-Reform-submission.pdf
https://fwdeklerk.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/FWdKF-Electoral-Reform-submission.pdf
https://fwdeklerk.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/FWdKF-submission-Constitution-19th-Amendment-Bill-6-December-2024.pdf
https://fwdeklerk.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/FWdKF-submission-Local-Government-Municipal-Structures-PMB-13-December-2024.pdf
https://fwdeklerk.org/submission-on-the-draft-transformation-fund-concept-document/


It raised constitutional concerns about the Expropriation Bill, General Intelligence Laws Amendment Bill
(“GILAB”), Basic Education Laws Amendment Bill (“BELA”) and the National Health Insurance (“NHI”) Bill.

By consistently engaging with these bills through public statements, the Foundation was positioned as a
watchdog for constitutional compliance. For example, its detailed critiques of the Expropriation Bill
highlighted the risks of abuse and economic harm, while its commentary on GILAB demonstrated how
public participation could lead to improved legislative outcomes.

2. Promoting Public Participation and Democratic Engagement

The Programme’s press statements repeatedly emphasised the importance of meaningful public
participation in lawmaking. Statements such as “Meaningful Public Participation is Crucial for Democracy’s
Vitality” and “The Reworked GILAB Shows Success of Public Participation” reinforced the Foundation’s
belief that democracy thrives when citizens are accurately informed and active.

These communications served a dual purpose: The Foundation educated the public on their rights and
responsibilities and they also encouraged citizens to actively engage in lawmaking processes around
contentious bills, for example, like BELA and the coalition government bills.

3. Defending Human Rights and Social Justice

The Programme used press statements to spotlight critical human rights issues and the rights of vulnerable
groups, such as women and children. It also responded to national tragedies and court rulings, using these
moments to advocate for justice, accountability and systemic reform.

By issuing statements on these topics, the Foundation’s goal of ensuring that human rights remained
central to national conversations and policy debates was met.

4. Supporting Institutional Integrity and Judicial Independence

Throughout the year, the Programme used the Foundation’s public platform to defend the independence of
the judiciary and the integrity of democratic institutions. It welcomed key court rulings, such as the
Constitutional Court’s decision on Jacob Zuma’s ineligibility for Parliament and expressed concern over
appointments that could weaken institutions, such as that of former judge Hlophe to the Judicial Service
Commission.

These statements reinforced the Foundation’s role as a guardian of constitutional governance and a
defender of institutional checks and balances.

5. Post-election Constitutional Stewardship

Following the 2024 national elections, the Foundation issued a series of statements calling for a
Government of Constitutional Unity. These communications outlined a vision for a government rooted in
constitutional values and set out key priorities for national renewal.

By publicly supporting the formation of the GNU and the re-election of President Ramaphosa, the
Foundation used its voice to promote stability, unity and a return to constitutional fundamentals.

VIEW THE PRESS STATEMENTS
VIEW THE INDEX OF ISSUES COVERED

1. Legislative Oversight and Constitutional Advocacy

The Programme issued a series of press statements to scrutinise and respond to major legislative
developments. 
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https://fwdeklerk.org/?s=Expropriation+Bill&lang=en
https://fwdeklerk.org/?s=General+Intelligence+Laws+Amendment+Bill&lang=en
https://fwdeklerk.org/?s=Basic+Education+Laws+Amendment+Bill&lang=en
https://fwdeklerk.org/?s=National+Health+Insurance&lang=en
https://fwdeklerk.org/meaningful-public-participation-is-crucial-for-democracys-vitality/
https://fwdeklerk.org/meaningful-public-participation-is-crucial-for-democracys-vitality/
https://fwdeklerk.org/the-reworked-gilab-shows-success-of-public-participation/
https://fwdeklerk.org/constitutional-court-confirms-ineligibility-of-jacob-zuma-for-parliament/
https://fwdeklerk.org/fw-de-klerk-foundation-welcomes-the-suspension-of-judge-president-john-hlope/
https://fwdeklerk.org/fw-de-klerk-foundation-welcomes-the-suspension-of-judge-president-john-hlope/
https://fwdeklerk.org/fw-de-klerk-foundation-welcomes-the-suspension-of-judge-president-john-hlope/
https://fwdeklerk.org/fw-de-klerk-foundation-welcomes-the-suspension-of-judge-president-john-hlope/
https://fwdeklerk.org/fw-de-klerk-foundation-calls-for-government-of-constitutional-unity/
https://fwdeklerk.org/category/document-type/statements/
https://fwdeklerk.org/fw-de-klerk-archive-and-library/


The publication of articles serve as a cornerstone of the Foundation’s strategy to inform, educate and
influence public dialogue and public opinion and thereby, influence government policy. These articles offer
in-depth legal, political and socio-economic analysis.

1. Legislative Analysis and Constitutional Scrutiny

The Programme’s articles provided detailed, accessible analysis of complex legislative developments. Key
examples include, among other things, the series on the Expropriation Act’s “Nil Compensation” provisions.
This series unpacked the legal, historical and constitutional implications of the Act.

The series of articles on the General Intelligence Laws Amendment Bill (“GILAB”) was very successful. The
series including critiques of the initial draft of GILAB in plain language for journalists, citizens and
parliamentarians, as well as alternative recommendations by the Foundation. This series was instrumental,
along with the lobbying by the Foundation of parliamentarians, to the version of GILAB being adopted,
being constitutionally sound. 

2. Promoting Democratic Integrity and Electoral Reform

The Programmes’s electoral reform project started with the Electoral Reform Consultation Panel’s call for
comments on whether or not South Africa’s 100% Proportional Representation Electoral System for
national and provincial government should be reformed. The Foundation published a comprehensive series
of articles exploring different electoral systems available, what is required by the Constitution and explained
the pros and cons available in each system. The Foundation argued for the need to reform the current
system and the implications of mixed-member proportional systems.

Other articles that featured included political rights, the role of independent candidates, the constitutional
dilemmas posed by controversial political figures, as well as coalition governance - with a focus on the
legal, institutional and practical challenges of forming and sustaining coalition governments at national and
local levels.

The Programme utilised these articles to position the Foundation as a thought leader in electoral
governance, reinforcing its advocacy for a more accountable, inclusive and constitutionally sound political
system.

3. Defending Rights and Freedoms

The Foundation used its articles to defend core constitutional rights, as well as to ensure that the
Constitution and constitutional rights were always in the forefront of the public’s mind.

The year was marked by growing concerns over misinformation and state overreach, resulting in freedom of
expression being a recurring theme. This was especially important following state entities, such as the
Films and Publications Board (“FBP”), acting ultra vires and declaring certain constitutionally protected
speech criminal offences ahead of the national and provincial election. These pieces were crucial in the
FPB retracting its notice. 

The Programme also addressed pressing socio-economic rights, with particular focus on healthcare and
education. In its analysis of the National Health Insurance Bill, it raised substantive concerns about both the
feasibility and constitutionality of the proposed framework. Yet, true to its constructive approach, the
Programme went further - offering alternative models that could more effectively realise the right to
healthcare without compromising service delivery or legal integrity. In the education sector, as budget cuts
loomed large and threatened to erode the constitutional guarantee of basic education, the Programme
responded with a comprehensive examination of the likely consequences, coupled with pragmatic
recommendations. 

Articles
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In addition, the Foundation used its platform to spotlight the systemic exclusion of women from full
economic participation, drawing attention to the pervasive safety concerns that continue to hinder their
empowerment and prosperity. Many of these articles were also published as opinion pieces in media
outlets.

These articles were not merely critiques of policy, rather they were urgent appeals to safeguard the rights
and futures of South Africa’s youth and, again, positioned the Foundation as a solutions-driven thought
leader. By addressing these issues, the Foundation was reinforced as a guardian of the Constitution and
democracy. 

Constitutional
Rights
statements

56 64 Informative
articles shared
with the public

Pivotal
submissions
made

Successful
conference and
report launches

6

Report cards
released

2 Supported the
peaceful transition
of power (GNU)

Educated citizens
about elections

Advocated for
constitutionalism

VIEW THE ARTICLES
VIEW THE INDEX OF ISSUES COVERED

IMPACT AT A GLANCEIMPACT AT A GLANCEIMPACT AT A GLANCE
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https://fwdeklerk.org/category/document-type/articles/
https://fwdeklerk.org/fw-de-klerk-archive-and-library/


THE CONSTITUTIONAL
ADVANCEMENT PROGRAMME
The Constitutional Advancement Programme (“CAP”) has made progress in fulfilling its core objectives of
constitutional literacy, youth empowerment, stakeholder engagement and public discourse influence. Over
the reporting period, CAP has expanded its national reach, deepened its youth-focused programming and
strategically linked its work to pressing socio-economic and democratic issues. The programme has grown
significantly, both in scale and visibility, making tangible contributions to constitutional education and civic
participation.

At the heart of CAP lies our flagship Five-Module Constitutional Education Programme, designed to bring
the Constitution to life for high school learners, university students and young professionals. The modules
include:

1.Understanding Our Rights - A simplified journey through the Bill of Rights
2.First and Second Generation Rights - Civil, political and socio-economic rights explained
3.Economic Rights and Financial Freedom - Linking the Constitution to opportunity
4.The Constitution in Practice - Real-life application of constitutional principles
5.The Future of Democracy - Youth participation and democratic renewal

These modules are delivered in interactive formats - gamified workshops, community debates and
seminars. We have already piloted the programme in five Gauteng schools (including BASA School,
Phoenix College, Rand Girls High and Dunctonville), reaching over 400 learners. At Nationwide School, we
introduced Module 5, linking youth agency with constitutional activism.

Five-Module Constitutional Education Programme
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Our constitutional education doesn’t stop at the
school gate. Through strategic partnerships, CAP
is growing into a hub for youth-led civic
engagement. This year, we co-founded the
National Youth Debate Initiative (“NYDI”) with the
Chief Albert Luthuli Foundation and Elevate
Africa. The pilot debate –focusing on NEET youth
in Hammanskraal – blends public speaking with
rights education. Debate training is not just about
arguments – it’s about advocacy.

We also collaborated with Project Youth SA to
launch The Business of Thirst, a dual-format
initiative addressing water inequality. It features a
documentary and report anchored in section 27 of
the Constitution – the right to access water. It’s a
powerful fusion of research and lived experience.

Beyond the Classroom: Youth Leadership in Action

In 2025, CAP launched its podcast series “The Constitution in Action”, featuring guests like Prof. Haroon
Bhorat and Pieter Scribante. The episodes explore democracy, economic inclusion and youth leadership –
reaching thousands through streaming platforms and social media.

Our youth-focused webinars, including one with National Treasury during Money Smart Week, empowered
university students to link financial literacy with constitutional empowerment. “I feel so informed and
confident to plan my future,” said Sinethemba Nkosi, a University of the Witwatersrand law student.

Dialogue, Debate and Democracy

Amplifying Youth Voices

CAP isn’t just a programme, it’s a voice in the national conversation. As Co-Chair of the Public Mobilisation
Subcommittee of South Africa’s National Dialogue, we’ve led the civil society consultations, hosted high-
level engagements (including at the Johannesburg Stock Exchange) and co-authored the Dialogue’s
founding Terms of Reference. This initiative, backed by the Presidency, aims to renew South Africa’s social
compact.

At the same time, we’ve expanded our media footprint – featuring on ENCA, KykNet, Newzroom Afrika,
Radio TUT and UNISA FM – to explain complex issues in plain, compelling terms. Thus, we’re building
public awareness and public trust.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Tkc67QATkw&list=PLXkNgxAzq1X72GmdXhggl_D3qhKjj5QHV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSiB_Px76uM


IMPACT AT A GLANCEIMPACT AT A GLANCEIMPACT AT A GLANCE

Each year, the FW de Klerk Foundation hosts interns from South Africa and abroad, offering them the
opportunity to gain significant exposure to constitutional law advocacy and to further develop their skills.  

The Constitutional Advancement Programme Internship
This year's interns assisted with the preparation and creation of training materials and helped during
training sessions in schools. They also assisted with compilation of  constitutional performance indexes and
analysed data for reports, statements and articles. In addition, they assisted in the organisation of
roundtables and events, partook in the events and networked with various leaders.  

The Constitutional Rights Programme Internship
This year's interns assisted with the compilation of the Cultural, Religious and Linguistic Rights Report Card
and  the Human Rights Report Card. They were given research guidance and advice, the opportunity to
explore human rights issues in South Africa through articles, statements and reports and attend events,
podcasts and meetings with leaders to discuss constitutional developments. 

Schools visited

Hosted youth
roundtable
discussions

Rollout of 5 module
Constitutional Education
Programme

Learners
reached in-
person

400+ 74 Public outputs:
34 op-eds + 40
press statements

Podcast
episodes 

5 

CSOs partnered
with us in the
National Dialogue

43

5+ 

INTERNSHIP PROGRAMMES
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(Building renovations and exhibition)

(Appointment of additional staff)



ADMINISTRATIVE
MATTERS

26

The Foundation’s Board of Trustees held meetings on 6 June 2024, 19 September 2024, 11 November
2024 and 30 January 2025. Ntombikanina Malinga joined the Board  in June 2024.

The Board of Trustees Meetings

The Foundation was greatly assisted during the year by the following interns:
 

15/01/2024 – 25/06/2024 Shaun Kinnes 
15/01/2024 – 31/07/2024 Siyakudumisa Zicina 
09/04/2024 – 18/04/2025 Ezra Mendel
12/08/2024 – 30/11/2024 Alfred Mahkuntsu
24/01/2025 – 31/05/2025 Shanees Nkandu
24/01/2025 – 23/07/2025 Sonia Twongyeirwe

Interns 

Shaun Kinnes Siyakudumisa 
Zicina Ezra Mendel Alfred Mahkuntsu Shanees Nkandu Sonia Twongyeirwe

Elita de Klerk, Chairperson
Christina Teichmann, Vice Chairperson
David Steward, Chairperson Emeritus
Warren Clewlow, Board Member
FM Lucky Mathebula, Board Member
Jeanette de Klerk-Luttig, Board Member

The Board of Trustees
Coetzee Bester, Board Member
Judge Ian Farlam, Board Member
Lulekwa Mcwabeni, Board Member
Michaela Bakala, Honorary Board Member
Pieter-Simon Basson, Board Member
Ntombikanina Malinga, Board Member
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Patrons

Lord Bilimoria CBE DL FCA Lord Hintze, Kt., AM, GCSG  Dr Christo H Wiese


