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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In 2024, South Africa experienced its most transformative
political shift since the dawn of  democracy thirty years ago.
The May elections yielded no clear majority, prompting ten  
political parties to unite to form a Government of National
Unity (“GNU”) around a founding statement of intent. The
GNU faced the daunting task in 2024 of addressing deep-
seated  issues such as a stagnant economy soaring
unemployment and inequality while maintaining  political
stability. The GNU holds a supermajority (>66,6%) in
Parliament, making the  implementation of significant
legislative changes and even the change of the Constitution
possible (section 74 of the Constitution). However, the GNU
faced numerous internal tensions  during 2024, particularly
with regards to the implementation of the National Health
Insurance Act, 2023, (“NHI”) and the President assenting to
the Basic Education Laws Amendment Act, 2024, (“BELA
Act”). By the end of 2024, the GNU remained intact and was
using its internal conflict resolution mechanisms, the “GNU
Clearing House Mechanism”, to resolve  disagreements
amongst its political parties. The emergence of this coalition
marked a watershed moment in South Africa’s democratic
evolution—a historic departure from the  ANC's
uninterrupted majority rule since 1994. While the nation
continued to face enduring  social and economic challenges,
the government’s inclusive approach and the development
of a proposed National Dialogue offered a promising
pathway toward meaningful progress. 

1

The following political, economic and social developments affected human rights considerably in South Africa
during 2024: 
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DEVELOPMENTS DURING 2024

“IN 2024, SOUTH AFRICA
EXPERIENCED ITS MOST
TRANSFORMATIVE POLITICAL
SHIFT SINCE THE DAWN OF
DEMOCRACY THIRTY YEARS
AGO. THE MAY ELECTIONS
YIELDED NO CLEAR MAJORITY,
PROMPTING TEN POLITICAL
PARTIES TO UNITE TO FORM A
GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL
UNITY (“GNU”) AROUND A
FOUNDING STATEMENT OF
INTENT.”

Every year, the FW de Klerk Foundation assesses the degree
to which rights and freedoms in the Bill of Rights are being
enjoyed in practice. In doing so, the Foundation also
considers how the Government is meeting its obligations in
terms of section 7(2) of the Constitution to respect, promote
and fulfil the rights in the Bill of Rights. In addition, the
Foundation also considers the foundational values in section 1
of the Constitution and – in particular – adherence to the rule
of law and the supremacy of the Constitution, on which all the
rights in the Bill of Rights ultimately depend. 

1 The participating parties are the: African National Congress (“ANC”), Democratic Alliance (“DA”),  Patriotic Alliance (“PA”), Inkatha Freedom Party 
  (“IFP”), Good Party, Pan Africanist Congress of Azania, Freedom Front Plus (“FF+”), United Democratic Movement (“UDM”), Al Jama-ah and Rise 
  Mzansi. 

2.1. Political Developments: 
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South Africa’s 2024 National and Provincial elections have significantly changed the country’s  political
landscape: For the first time since the dawn of democracy in South Africa, the African  National Congress
(“ANC”) lost its majority at national level and in several provinces. Nationally, it managed to secure only 40,18%
of the vote.

2024 Election Results 

 

Source: IEC Election Results Dashboard 2024

2019 Election Results 

Source: IEC Election Results Dashboard 2019

This necessitated the formation of a coalition government nationally and coalition government  in the relevant
provinces, because no single party won an outright majority (more than 50% of  the seats). Thus, cooperation
between political parties was needed to, e.g., pass proposed  laws (i.e. bills) and govern effectively. Coalitions,
thus, became essential for national stability and functional governance both nationally and in the certain
provinces. This shift away from a one-party dominant system marks a pivotal moment in South Africa's
democratic development, introducing both opportunities and challenges in governance. 

At a national level, a Government of National Unity
(“GNU”) was formed between the ANC,  DA and
IFP. Later, other, smaller, parties joined, bringing the
total to ten political parties –  some with vastly
different ideologies – that all agreed to a founding
statement of intent. Its  formation was instrumental
in averting a potential political crisis and paved a
constructive way  forward. The fact that the GNU
includes parties that were traditionally seen as being  
ideological opponents is a significant shift in South
Africa's political landscape. 

Key priorities of the GNU include: 

A. Drive inclusive growth and job creation; 
B. Reduce poverty and tackle the high cost of living; and 
C. Build a capable, ethical and developmental 
     state. 

The coalition government has faced significant
challenges in addressing the country's pressing issues,
such as low economic growth, inequality, unemployment
and high crime levels. 
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2.2. Economic Developments: 
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Unfortunately, South Africa continued to face significant challenges: Falling GDP per capita, high unemployment,
widespread poverty and inequality, increasing public debt and a shrinking tax base. The International Monetary
Fund (“IMF”) pointed out that South Africa’s ineffective policies, its deep-rooted structural rigidities and its
governance problems (prior to the GNU) had caused an erosion of South Africans’ standards of living, leading to
the real income per capita falling for more than a decade. 2

This stunted growth has limited the government’s ability to make the Constitution a reality for all South Africans, as
without a significant budget (which is reliant on taxes paid by citizens active in the economy) the government cannot
provide necessary public services, such as education, healthcare, social security etc. However, the new mandate
offers a chance to make important changes to stabilise and grow the economy. 

In terms of numbers: South Africa’s real GDP  in 2024 was only 1,1%, while South Africa’s population grew by
1%. This means that the economy simply grew too slowly and barely outstripped the population growth, meaning
its growth was too little to effectively address major issues, such as unemployment, poverty and income
inequality. 

Inflation, measured as the CPI average, sat at 4,4% and
unemployment was ca. 32,8%. The government’s debt, i.e. public
debt,  was approximately $311,3 billion USD at the end of 2024.
Importantly, this is greater than 75% of South Africa’s GDP. The
state’s inability to restrict its spending has caused public debt to triple
since the global financial crisis: From 25% of GDP in 2008 to 75% of
GDP in 2024. This is an unsustainable situation. Income inequality,
measured as a GINI coefficient,  remained very high at 0,63. 

3

4

5

The above emphasises South Africa’s urgent need for comprehensive
economic reforms to stimulate much needed growth and address
structural issues. While the GNU successfully managed to address
loadshedding, disruptions to rail and port operations continued to
inhibit economic growth in 2024. 

Importantly, South Africa has a shrinking tax base due to the high unemployment rate and has a desperate shortage
of skilled workers in almost all sectors. On the bright side, the country has a large youth population with 15- to 34-
year-olds making up ca. 20,85 million.  This is approximately 33,1% of the country’s 63 million population who are
ready to enter the workforce as taxpayers (to remain in the workforce for a long time/for their lifetime) and who are in
their prime upskilling life phase. However, despite the large size of the youth population, approximately 45,5% of 15-
to 34-year-olds were unemployed in the first quarter of 2024 - significantly higher than the national rate of 32,9% for
that same period.  Notably, the unemployment rate among graduates was 11,8% during that period - but only 2,7%
of 15- to 34-year-olds had bachelor degrees, according to the 2022 census data. What this tells us is that South
Africa, to its own detriment, is failing to make good use of its demographic advantage and, even worse, fails its
youth by not providing them with quality education, skills training and jobs. 

4 

Page 5. 
3 The value of all the goods and services produced by South Africa’s economy in 2024, adjusted for inflation, making it more accurate than nominal

GDP.  

2

 Inflation is the rate at which the overall prices of commodities (i.e. goods and services) increase. 
Public debt is the total amount of money that the state owes to its creditors. When the state owes lots of money (i.e. when public debt is high), it means
the government has less money to spend on other priorities and high pubic debt levels may affect economic stability. 
The GINI coefficient measures income inequality – a coefficient of 0 would indicate no income inequality (i.e. everyone earns the same income), while a
coefficient of 1 would indicate perfect income inequality (i.e. where one person earns all the income). 
Stats SA Mid-year population estimates 2024 at page 14. 
Stats SA Youth in South Africa 2024 at page 15. 
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2.3. Budget Developments:

On a positive note, the government acknowledged the importance of private sector investment in addressing
economic challenges. Deputy President Paul Mashatile stated that privatisation was not a “swear word”, saying the
GNU was seeking more foreign investment in energy, water and infrastructure due to South Africa’s constrained
public finances. The GNU also launched several initiatives aimed at revitalising the economy, including investments
in green energy and infrastructure projects. 

The South African government’s financial year commences on 1 April annually. I.e. January through December
2024 would fall within two financial years: 2023/2024 and 2024/2025.

The key government expenditures from the
2023/2024 budget are: 

The key government expenditures from the
2023/2024 budget are: 

From the above it is clear that the biggest expenditure is on education (with a very poor return on investment being

pointed out by many).  This is followed by social development  and debt service costs. Importantly, in his budget

speech for the 2024/2025 budget on 21 February 2024, the Minister of Finance pointed out that the government’s

payments on its debt (i.e. debt-service costs) will use more than 20% of government’s revenue.

2.4. Social Developments

Positively, according to the Happiness Index,  South Africans’ happiness levels increased to 5,42 points in 2024.
This is an increase from 5,19 points in 2021, but still below the world average of 5,56 points. 

Negatively, South Africa grappled with persistent issues such as high unemployment, 
inequality and social unrest. 

10 Approximately 45% of people received social grants in 2024. 

9  See, for example, the IMF’s Struggling to Make the Grade: A Review of the Causes and Consequences of the Weak Outcomes of South Africa’s 
 Education System. 

11 South Africa’s scores for the Happiness Index are derived from a survey where people rate the quality of their current lives on a scale from 0 (very
unhappy) to 10 (very happy). 

9 10
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https://www.parliament.gov.za/news/infrastructure-investment-will-underpin-gnu-commitments-growth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiscal_year
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiscal_year
https://www.treasury.gov.za/documents/National%20Budget/2023/sars/Budget%202023%20Highlights.pdf
https://businesstech.co.za/news/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Budget-2024-Highlights-v2.pdf
https://businesstech.co.za/news/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Budget-2024-Highlights-v2.pdf
https://businesstech.co.za/news/budget-speech/753819/2024-budget-in-a-nutshell-the-biggest-winners-and-losers/
https://businesstech.co.za/news/budget-speech/753819/2024-budget-in-a-nutshell-the-biggest-winners-and-losers/
https://gnh.today/About-GNH
https://www.sanews.gov.za/features-south-africa/gnu-new-era-sa
https://dailyinvestor.com/south-africa/66187/south-africa-has-28-million-people-on-grants-but-only-7-4-million-taxpayers/
https://businesstech.co.za/news/budget-speech/753819/2024-budget-in-a-nutshell-the-biggest-winners-and-losers/
https://businesstech.co.za/news/budget-speech/753819/2024-budget-in-a-nutshell-the-biggest-winners-and-losers/
https://www.imf.org/-/media/Files/Publications/WP/2019/WPIEA2019047.ashx
https://www.imf.org/-/media/Files/Publications/WP/2019/WPIEA2019047.ashx
https://www.imf.org/-/media/Files/Publications/WP/2019/WPIEA2019047.ashx
https://www.imf.org/-/media/Files/Publications/WP/2019/WPIEA2019047.ashx
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Unemployment

The unemployment rate remained a critical issue throughout 2024, remaining alarmingly high at ca. 32,8%, resulting
in the worsening of poverty and inequality in the country. Since more unequal societies tend to have higher crime
rates, as well as lower social trust, unemployment also contributes to increased social tensions, such as xenophobic
sentiments. 

Of special concern is South Africa’s youth
unemployment (individuals aged 15-34 years),
which was at 45,5% for the first quarter of 2024,
significantly higher than the national average of
32,9%. Stats SA has said that the high youth
unemployment appears to be driven by limited
educational attainment and social and economic
disadvantages. It also points out that young women
are particularly affected, with an unemployment
rate of 49,4% in 2024. The FW de Klerk Foundation
submits that safety is a critical requirement to allow
women to participate in the economy. 

Xenophobia

Xenophobia remained a pervasive issue in South Africa in 2024: The year commenced with Operation Dudula and
the Patriotic Alliance (“PA”) party preventing Zimbabweans without valid documents from entering the country at
the Beitbridge Border Post. Videos of the vigilantes went viral and xenophobic hashtags supporting their efforts
surged on social media platforms. An anti-immigrant sentiment was also present in the political rhetoric,
particularly in the lead-up to the general elections in May 2024, with many political parties blaming immigrants for
the country’s woes. The deaths linked to contaminated food bought at spaza shops, that were often owned by
foreign nationals, also saw a reimmersion in the xenophobic rhetoric. 

Crime and Corruption

Crime remained a major concern in South Africa throughout 2024:
The country had a high crime index of 75,4 on a scale from 0 to
100. (Whilst this is high, it is lower than the country’s crime index in
2017). Importantly, South Africa had the highest crime index in
Africa, ranking as the fifth most dangerous country in the world.
The World Bank estimated, in 2023, that crime costs South Africa
around 10% of its annual GDP. The Global Peace Index 2024 saw
South Africa achieve a ranking of 127/163 countries. This is up
three places from 2023’s ranking of 130/163 countries. 

Crime poses a direct risk to the rights enshrined in the Constitution,
including, but not limited to, sections 11 (Life, see below), 12
(Freedom and Security of the Person, see below) and 22 (Freedom
of Trade, Occupation and Profession, see below). 

In 2024,   the following overall trends can be identified (when
compared to 2023): 

12 Crime statistics for January through March 2024 at page 8, April through June 2024 at page 8, July through September 2024 at page 8 and October
through December 2024 at page 8. 
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https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-020-80897-8
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-020-80897-8
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https://fwdeklerk.org/women-need-safety-to-prosper/
https://gjia.georgetown.edu/2024/05/26/xenophobia-a-pervasive-crisis-in-post-apartheid-south-africa/
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https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/05/06/south-africa-toxic-rhetoric-endangers-migrants
https://gjia.georgetown.edu/2024/05/26/xenophobia-a-pervasive-crisis-in-post-apartheid-south-africa/
https://gjia.georgetown.edu/2024/05/26/xenophobia-a-pervasive-crisis-in-post-apartheid-south-africa/
https://gjia.georgetown.edu/2024/05/26/xenophobia-a-pervasive-crisis-in-post-apartheid-south-africa/
https://fwdeklerk.org/fw-de-klerk-foundation-urges-enforcement-of-food-safety-laws-not-inciting-xenophobia/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1399476/crime-index-south-africa/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1399476/crime-index-south-africa/
https://www.visionofhumanity.org/maps/#/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1399476/crime-index-south-africa/
https://www.visionofhumanity.org/maps/#/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1356732/countries-with-highest-crime-index-in-africa/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1356732/countries-with-highest-crime-index-in-africa/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1399476/crime-index-south-africa/
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099111723083017868/pdf/P180139079ce0406a09305024e058b594e2.pdf
https://www.visionofhumanity.org/maps/#/
https://www.saps.gov.za/services/downloads/2024/2023-2024_-_4th_Quarter_WEB.pdf
https://www.saps.gov.za/services/downloads/2024/2024-2025_-_1st_Quarter_WEB.pdf
https://www.saps.gov.za/services/downloads/2024/2024-2025_-_2nd_Quarter_WEB.pdf
https://www.saps.gov.za/services/downloads/2024/2024_2025_3rd_Quarter_WEB.pdf
https://www.saps.gov.za/services/downloads/2024/2024_2025_3rd_Quarter_WEB.pdf


Period
Change in the

Number of Murder
Victims

Change in the
Number of

Attempted Murder
Victims

Change in the
Number of Assault

GBH Victims

Change in the
Number of Rape

Victims

January through
March 2024

3,9% rise 19,7% rise 7,3% rise 1,3% rise

April through
June 2024

0,5% decrease 15% rise 6% rise 0,6% rise

July through
September 2024

5,8% decrease 2,2% rise 1% rise 3,1% decrease

October through
December 2024

9,8% decrease 3,3% decrease 1,5% rise 3,3% decrease

Overall change 12,2% decrease 33,6% rise 15,8% rise 4,5% decrease
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The above affects various constitutional rights, including, but not limited to, the rights to life (section 11), dignity
(section 10), equality (section 9), freedom and security of the person (section 12) and property (section 25).

Corruption continued to be a pervasive problem in South Africa. The Corruption Perceptions Index for 2024 shows
that South Africa's perceived corruption level is 41/100, in which a score of 0 indicates that a country is perceived
as highly corrupt and a score of 100 indicates that a country is perceived as being without corruption. This index
ranks South Africa at 82/180 countries. 

Source: Transparency
International’s Corruption
Perceptions Index 2024

13

13 Assault with the intent to inflict grievous bodily harm.

https://www.saps.gov.za/services/downloads/2024/2023-2024_-_4th_Quarter_WEB.pdf
https://www.saps.gov.za/services/downloads/2024/2023-2024_-_4th_Quarter_WEB.pdf
https://www.saps.gov.za/services/downloads/2024/2024-2025_-_1st_Quarter_WEB.pdf
https://www.saps.gov.za/services/downloads/2024/2024-2025_-_1st_Quarter_WEB.pdf
https://www.saps.gov.za/services/downloads/2024/2024-2025_-_2nd_Quarter_WEB.pdf
https://www.saps.gov.za/services/downloads/2024/2024-2025_-_2nd_Quarter_WEB.pdf
https://www.saps.gov.za/services/downloads/2024/2024_2025_3rd_Quarter_WEB.pdf
https://www.saps.gov.za/services/downloads/2024/2024_2025_3rd_Quarter_WEB.pdf
https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2024
https://www.transparency.org/en/countries/south-africa
https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2024
https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2024
https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2024
https://www.transparency.org/en/countries/south-africa
https://www.transparency.org/en/countries/south-africa
https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2024
https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2024
https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2024
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Maladministration, fraud, employment irregularities, extortion, bribery and procurement irregularities, especially in
Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, the Free State and the Western Cape, are all manifestations of this corruption problem.
Additionally, service delivery is directly affected by this, with the World Bank noting that, in 2023, the Government’s
capacity is rapidly weakening due to corruption, especially at the local level. 

Crime and corruption continued to be significant issues. These problems directly impact economic growth and South
Africans’ lived reality. 

BILL OF RIGHTS ASSESSMENT 

Evaluating the extent to which the rights and freedoms in the Bill of Rights are being enjoyed in practice is crucial: It

enables South Africans (and their leaders) to gauge how well the country is making the Constitution a reality for all -

highlighting both successes and challenges - and encourages citizens to engage in discussions about important

issues. 

3.1. Methodology: 

The Human Rights Report Card grades constitutional rights and freedoms entrenched in the  Constitution’s Bill of
Rights on a basis of A = excellent; B = good; C = moderate; D = poor; and E = very bad. 

A B C D E

Excellent Good Moderate Poor Very bad

The allocation of an “=” sign indicates no change in the right, a “+” sign denotes an expected improvement and a “–”

sign indicates a likely deterioration of the right. 

+ Improvement

= No change

- Deterioration

The grade allocation for each right is determined by examining the grade it received in the previous year and by

assessing the impact of the current year's political, economic, legal and social developments on that right. For

example, if the right to freedom of expression was graded a C in 2023 and developments in 2024 indicate a

decline in the enjoyment of that right, it would be downgraded to a C- for 2024. This approach helps readers to

understand how various factors positively or negatively affect the realisation of rights. These are not finite

measures, but a tool to open discussions about the enjoyment of rights and freedoms in South Africa. 

https://businesstech.co.za/news/government/765355/south-africas-corruption-crisis-the-hotspots-for-fraud-bribery-and-maladministration/
https://businesstech.co.za/news/government/765355/south-africas-corruption-crisis-the-hotspots-for-fraud-bribery-and-maladministration/
https://businesstech.co.za/news/government/765355/south-africas-corruption-crisis-the-hotspots-for-fraud-bribery-and-maladministration/
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099111723083017868/pdf/P180139079ce0406a09305024e058b594e2.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099111723083017868/pdf/P180139079ce0406a09305024e058b594e2.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099111723083017868/pdf/P180139079ce0406a09305024e058b594e2.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099111723083017868/pdf/P180139079ce0406a09305024e058b594e2.pdf
https://www.news24.com/citypress/voices/editorial-crime-is-killing-south-africas-economy-20231126


Constitution
section 

Right 
2023

Grade 
2024

Grade 
Change

9 Equality E- E= Very bad. No change. 

10 Human Dignity D D- Poor. Deteriorating. 

11 Life E- E= Very bad. No change. 

12
Freedom and Security 

of the Person
D- E Very bad. 

13
Slavery, Servitude and

Forced Labour
C- C= Moderate. No change.

14 Privacy C C= Moderate. No change.

15
Freedom of Religion, Belief

and Opinion
C C- Moderate. Deteriorating. 

16 Freedom of Expression C C- Moderate. Deteriorating. 

17
Assembly, Demonstration,

Picket
and Petition

A= A= Excellent. No change. 

18 Freedom of Association B B= Good. No change. 

19 Political Rights A+ A+ Excellent. Deteriorating. 

20 Citizenship B= B+ Good. Improving.
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Source: Generated using Canva AI 

3.2. Human Rights Dashboard:

https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#9
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#10
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#11
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#12
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#12
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#12
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#13
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#13
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#14
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#15
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#15
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#16
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#17
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#17
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#17
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#18
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#19
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#20


Constitution
section 

Right 
2023

Grade 
2024

Grade 
Change

21
Freedom of Movement

and Residence
B B- Good. Deteriorating.

22
Freedom of Trade,

Occupation
and Profession

D+ D- Poor. Deteriorating.

23 Labour Relations B= B+ Good. Improving

24 Environment C+ B Good.

25 Property D D- Poor. Deteriorating.

26 Housing C C= Moderate. No change.

27
Health Care, Food Water

and Social Security
E E- Very bad. Deteriorating

28 Children D- E Very bad.

29 Education E- D Poor.

30 Language and Culture Covered in the CRL Rights Report Card, 2024.

31
Cultural, Religious and

Linguistic
Communities

Covered in the CRL Rights Report Card, 2024.

32 Access to Information C+ C+ Moderate. Improving.

33 Just Administrative Action C+ C= Moderate. No change.
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Source: Generated using Canva AI 

https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#21
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#21
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#22
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#22
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#22
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#23
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#24
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#25
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#26
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#27
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#27
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#27
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#28
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#29
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#30
https://fwdeklerk.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/FW-de-Klerk-Foundation-CRL-Rights-Report-Card-September-2024.pdf
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#31
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#31
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#31
https://fwdeklerk.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/FW-de-Klerk-Foundation-CRL-Rights-Report-Card-September-2024.pdf
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#32
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#33


Constitution
section 

Right 
2023

Grade 
2024

Grade 
Change

34 Access to Courts B= C Moderate.

35
Arrested, Detained and

Accused 
Persons

D= D= Poor. No change.
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Source: Generated using Canva AI 

https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#34
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#35
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#35
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#35
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#35
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#35


3.3. Top 10 Human Rights Most Threatened: 

1. Healthcare, Food, Water and Social Security
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Food insecurity is the highest it has been in a decade.
Severe uncertainties embedded within the National
Health Insurance Act, 2023, like the procurement of
funds to finance universal health coverage, greatly risk
limiting the right to access healthcare services (section
27) and could potentially destroy the private healthcare
sector. 

Children’s right to basic nutrition remains greatly under
threat, with less than 21% of children receiving enough
nutrition. Despite government efforts in the form of
social grants and school nutrition programmes,
responses remain inadequate. Additionally, disruptions
to school feeding programmes have further exacerbated
the crisis. 

In 2024, South Africa’s unemployment rate was ca.
32,8% - with an even higher youth (aged 15-34 years)
unemployment rate of ca. 45,5%. During the same
period, almost half (49,4%) of young women were
unemployed. The lack of safety in South Africa is a
critical barrier to entry for women who want to participate
in the economy. This impacts negatively on the
realisation of the right to freedom of trade, occupation or
profession, as enshrined in the Constitution. 

2. Children

3. Freedom of Trade, Occupation and Profession

Inequality: 

Income inequality remained alarmingly high at a GINI
coefficient of 0,63. The IMF expressed concerns that South
Africa's pronounced income inequality could further
destabilise the nation's socio-economic landscape, in
addition to hampering economic growth, perpetuating
poverty cycles and fuelling social unrest. 

4. 

High murder rates, health care disparities, firearm
mismanagement and inefficiencies in law enforcement,
all threaten the right to life (section 11). 

The Expropriation Act, 2024, once in operation, will allow
for the expropriation of certain land for nil compensation
(“EWC”). Such expropriation of property without fair
compensation will undermine the right to property
(section 25 of the Constitution). Such continued efforts to
provide for EWC - even though earlier attempts to
amend the Constitution to explicitly allow for EWC failed
- threaten citizens’ economic stability, discourage
investment and undermine confidence in the rule of law. 

5. Life:

7. Property Rights:

The Basic Education Laws Amendment Act, 2024
(“BELA Act”), endangers constitutional rights by
centralising control over education with the Government
and disempowering school governing bodies (i.e.
parents). Additionally, budget cuts caused a crisis, with
many provinces unable to afford teachers. 

The Prevention and Combating of Hate Crimes and
Hate Speech Act, 2023 (“the Hate Speech Act”), by
criminalising expressions it sees as hate speech, poses
risks to freedom of expression (section 16). Due to its
broad, vague and circular definitions and provisions, it
will potentially stifle legitimate discourse and dissent
which the Constitution sees as protected. It may, also,
inadvertently suppress viewpoints, as people will most
likely self-censor rather than face the outlined, heavy
jail sentence. This broad criminalisation of expressions
that are constitutionally protected, undermines
constitutional protections for free speech and inhibits
open dialogue -all of which is essential for a democratic
society to function and thrive. 

8. Education:

9. Freedom of Expression:

Crime statistics show that the country continued to
struggle with violent crime: Assault with intent to do
grievous bodily harm (“assault GBH”) rose by 15,8%. In
addition, kidnapping cases rose by 9% between 2023 to
2024. Gender Based Violence (“GBV”) and domestic
violence rates remain alarmingly high, threatening the
security and well-being of citizens, especially women
and children. 

6. Threats to Freedom and Security of Person:

The Regulation of Interception of Communications and
Provision of Communication-related Information
Amendment Bill (“RICA Amendment Bill”) may lead to a
surveillance subject never being notified that they were
surveilled.  

10. Privacy: 

https://pmg.org.za/files/50664_16-5_NatHealthInsuranceAct20_2023.pdf
https://www.shopriteholdings.co.za/docs/shp-food-index-2024.pdf
https://pmg.org.za/files/50664_16-5_NatHealthInsuranceAct20_2023.pdf
https://pmg.org.za/files/50664_16-5_NatHealthInsuranceAct20_2023.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/southafrica/media/10726/file/ZAF-UNICEF-situation-analysis-children-adolescents-SA-2024.pdf
https://www.southafricanlawyer.co.za/article/2024/09/minister-cancels-r10bn-school-feeding-tender/
https://www.southafricanlawyer.co.za/article/2024/09/minister-cancels-r10bn-school-feeding-tender/
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#22
https://www.imf.org/-/media/Files/Publications/CR/2025/English/1zafea2025001-print-pdf.ashx
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#22
https://www.imf.org/-/media/Files/Publications/CR/2025/English/1zafea2025001-print-pdf.ashx
https://www.statssa.gov.za/?p=17266
https://www.imf.org/-/media/Files/Publications/CR/2025/English/1zafea2025001-print-pdf.ashx
https://www.statssa.gov.za/?p=17266
https://fwdeklerk.org/women-need-safety-to-prosper/
https://www.imf.org/-/media/Files/Publications/CR/2025/English/1zafea2025001-print-pdf.ashx
https://www.statssa.gov.za/?p=17266
https://www.statssa.gov.za/?p=17266
https://fwdeklerk.org/women-need-safety-to-prosper/
https://www.statssa.gov.za/?p=17266
https://fwdeklerk.org/women-need-safety-to-prosper/
https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution/chapter-2-bill-rights#22
https://www.statista.com/forecasts/1171540/gini-index-by-country#%3A~%3Atext%3DComparing%20the%20130%20selected%20regions%2Cunder%20details%20for%20more%20information)
https://www.statista.com/forecasts/1171540/gini-index-by-country#%3A~%3Atext%3DComparing%20the%20130%20selected%20regions%2Cunder%20details%20for%20more%20information)
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/CR/Issues/2025/01/30/South-Africa-2024-Article-IV-Consultation-Press-Release-Staff-Report-and-Statement-by-the-561414?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.statista.com/forecasts/1171540/gini-index-by-country#%3A~%3Atext%3DComparing%20the%20130%20selected%20regions%2Cunder%20details%20for%20more%20information)
https://www.statista.com/forecasts/1171540/gini-index-by-country#%3A~%3Atext%3DComparing%20the%20130%20selected%20regions%2Cunder%20details%20for%20more%20information)
https://www.saps.gov.za/services/crimestats.php
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2023-07-16-unlicensed-to-kill-police-corruption-inefficiencies-and-outdated-systems-hobble-sa-gun-control/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2023-07-16-unlicensed-to-kill-police-corruption-inefficiencies-and-outdated-systems-hobble-sa-gun-control/
https://www.saps.gov.za/services/crimestats.php
https://www.saps.gov.za/services/crimestats.php
https://www.parliament.gov.za/storage/app/media/Acts/2024/Act_13_of_2024_Expropriation_Act_2024.pdf
https://www.parliament.gov.za/storage/app/media/Acts/2024/Act_13_of_2024_Expropriation_Act_2024.pdf
https://pmg.org.za/files/51258_16-09_BasicEducationLawsAmendmentAct32_2024.pdf
https://pmg.org.za/files/51258_16-09_BasicEducationLawsAmendmentAct32_2024.pdf
https://pmg.org.za/files/51258_16-09_BasicEducationLawsAmendmentAct32_2024.pdf
https://pmg.org.za/files/51258_16-09_BasicEducationLawsAmendmentAct32_2024.pdf
https://pmg.org.za/files/51258_16-09_BasicEducationLawsAmendmentAct32_2024.pdf
https://pmg.org.za/files/51258_16-09_BasicEducationLawsAmendmentAct32_2024.pdf
https://pmg.org.za/files/51258_16-09_BasicEducationLawsAmendmentAct32_2024.pdf
https://fwdeklerk.org/the-impact-of-education-budget-cuts-on-the-right-to-education-in-south-africa-exploring-solutions/
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202405/50652preventionandcombatingofhatecrimesandhatespeech162023.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202405/50652preventionandcombatingofhatecrimesandhatespeech162023.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202405/50652preventionandcombatingofhatecrimesandhatespeech162023.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202405/50652preventionandcombatingofhatecrimesandhatespeech162023.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202405/50652preventionandcombatingofhatecrimesandhatespeech162023.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202405/50652preventionandcombatingofhatecrimesandhatespeech162023.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202405/50652preventionandcombatingofhatecrimesandhatespeech162023.pdf
https://www.saps.gov.za/services/crimestats.php
https://pmg.org.za/bill/1172/
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Conclusion
Overall, 2024 saw a: 

Deterioration in 11/27 rights.
No change in 10/27 rights.
Improvement in 4/27.
Rights covered in the CRL Report: 2/27
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