
Livestream link: 
https://youtu.be/_G9fvVek5LQ 

 
Topic: 

“The Rule of Law,  
The Constitution and  

South Africa’s International Diplomacy: 
What Role Should  

Constitutional Values; Pragmatism;   
Ideology and Old Loyalties  

Play in Determining Foreign Policy?” 
  

Date: 13 July 2022 | Time: 10h30 to 13h00

 Join us for a discussion hosted by  
the FW de Klerk Foundation,  

supported by  
the Konrad Adenauer Foundation.



Programme 
  

10:30 - 10:40 
Welcome  

Mr Dave Steward,  
Chairman of the FW de Klerk Foundation 

10:40 - 10:50 
Welcome  

Nancy Msibi,  
Project Manager of the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung 

10:50 - 11:10 
South Africa’s Foreign Policy Should Reflect its  

Constitutional Values 
Adv Mark Oppenheimer,  

Advocate of the Johannesburg Bar 
11:10 - 11:30 

South Africa’s Foreign Policy Should be  
Determined by Pragmatism 
Ms Elizabeth Sidiropoulos,  

Chief Executive of South African Institute of International Affairs 
11:30 - 11:50 

South Africa’s Foreign Policy on the Ukraine War 
Prof Irina Filatova,  

Professor Emeritus at the University of KwaZulu-Natal  
(via Zoom)  

11:50 - 12:10 
Break 

12:10 - 12:50 
Panel Discussion with Speakers 

Facilitated by Dr Lucky Mathebula,  
Board Member of the FW de Klerk Foundation 

12:50 - 13:00 
Closing Remarks and Thanks 

Mrs Elita de Klerk,  
Deputy-Chairperson of the FW de Klerk Foundation



Adv Mark Oppenheimer 
Mark Oppenheimer is a practicing advocate and member of the 
Johannesburg Bar. He has appeared in the Supreme Court of Appeal and 
the Constitutional Court in a series of cases that seek to determine the 
boundary between freedom of expression and genuine hate speech. He 
has been interviewed on eNCA, CNBC Africa, and Kyknet to discuss the 
bill of rights and the rule of law. Along with Gwen Ngwenya, he hosted 
the podcast Freedom Versus and he currently hosts the popular 

philosophy series Brain in a Vat. Mark has authored submissions to 
Parliament on the Hate Speech Bill and to the UN Committee for the 

Elimination of Racial Discrimination on escalating racial tensions. He also 
presented a submission to Parliament on expropriation without compensation. 

He is the co-author of Lockdown: Did Government Do the Right Thing? 
 

 
Prof Irina Filatova 

Irina Filatova is Professor Emeritus of the University of KwaZulu-Natal in 
South Africa. She received her degrees at Lomonosov Moscow State 
University in Russia and worked there from 1973 to 1992, finishing her 
tenure as Professor and Head of the African Studies Department. In 
1992–2002 she was Professor and Head of the Department of History 
at the University of Durban-Westville in South Africa (now the 
University of KwaZulu–Natal), and in 2000-2002, Director of the School 

of Social Sciences of that University. In 2004–2022 she was Professor of 
National Research University Higher School of Economics in Moscow. 

Filatova specialises in African history, the history of ties between Russia and 
South Africa, the history of communist movement in South Africa, and the 

problems of race and ethnicity. She has authored dozens of articles, edited publications and 
six books on these subjects. In 2014 Media24 awarded The Hidden Thread the Recht Malan 
Prize for the best non-fiction book of the year. 
 

 
Ms Elizabeth Sidiropoulos 

Elizabeth Sidiropoulos is the chief executive of the South African Institute 
of International Affairs, which she has led since 2005. She has over two 
decades of experience in the field of politics and international relations, 
and her expertise lies in South Africa’s foreign policy, South-South 
Cooperation and the role of emerging powers in Africa. She is a regular 
commentator in South African and foreign media. She has published on 
various aspects of South Africa’s foreign policy. Most recently, she has 

co-edited a volume that explores the priorities that the country’s foreign 
policy should focus on in the 2020s. She has also co-edited two books 

exploring the rise of the new development cooperation providers. She is the 
editor-in-chief of the South African Journal of International Affairs and is the co-

chair of the Think 20 Africa Standing Group. In December 2020 she was appointed to serve 
a two-year term on the Second High-Level Advisory Board of the UN Economic and Social 
Affairs department. 



The Foundation is a non-profit organisation  
(NPO number: NPO 031-061) with a small operating budget.  
Support our work by making a donation or leaving a bequest.  

Donations are tax-deductible and received in terms of  
section 18A of the Income Tax Act  No 58 of 1962. 

 
FW DE KLERK FOUNDATION 
Bank Name: ABSA Private Bank 

Account Name: FW de Klerk Foundation Trust 
Account Number: 406 009 2839 

Branch Code: 632005  
 

Telephone: +27 21 930 3622 
E-mail: info@fwdeklerk.org 

Website: www.fwdeklerk.org

Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung (KAS)  
Freedom, justice and solidarity are the basic principles underlying the work of the Konrad- 
Adenauer-Stiftung (KAS). The KAS is a political foundation, closely associated with the 
Christian Democratic Union of Germany (CDU). In our European and international 
cooperation efforts we work for people to be able to live self-determined lives in freedom 
and dignity. We make a contribution underpinned by values to helping Germany meet its 
growing responsibilities throughout the world. We encourage people to lend a hand in 
shaping the future along these lines. With more than 70 offices abroad and projects in over 
120 countries, we make a unique contribution to the promotion of democracy, the Rule of 
Law and a social market economy. We cooperate with governmental institutions, political 
parties, civil society organisations and handpicked elites, building strong partnerships along 
the way. In particular we seek to intensify political cooperation in the area of development 
cooperation at the national and international levels on the foundations of our objectives and 
values. Together with our partners we make a contribution to the creation of an international 
order that enables every country to develop in freedom and under its own responsibility. For 
more information, visit www.kas.de or www.kas.org.za 
 
 
FW de Klerk Foundation 
The FW de Klerk Foundation promotes and preserves FW de Klerk’s presidential heritage by 
supporting the causes for which he worked during his presidency. 
 
The Foundation: 

supports and promotes the Constitution, the Bill of Rights and the Rule of Law; •
promotes unity in diversity by working for cordial inter-community relations and national unity; •
supports charities that care for disadvantaged children and children with disabilities; •
provides information on FW de Klerk’s presidency and the factors that led to South Africa’s •

transition to a non-racial constitutional democracy.


