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Life After Politics
In 1999 FW de Klerk published his
autobiography and established the FW
de Klerk Foundation. The Foundation is
dedicated to upholding the Constitution
and to working for positive relations
between South Africa’s communities.
In 2004 he established the Global
Leadership Foundation in Europe. The
GLF has a panel of more than 30 former
statesmen who discreetly help countries
experiencing transitional problems.
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Frederik Willem (FW) de Klerk was
born into a deeply political family on
18 March 1936 in Johannesburg. His
father, Jan de Klerk, was a Cabinet
Minister and his uncle, JG Strijdom, was
Prime Minister from 1954 to 1958.
FW de Klerk was educated at Monument
High School in Krugersdorp and at
Potchefstroom University - where he
obtained a law degree in 1958.
He was involved in student politics and
at one time arranged a meeting between
students and Chief Albert Luthuli, the
President of the ANC.
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Cabinet Minister

However, on 26 September 1992 the
Government and the ANC decided to
resume negotiations. Agreement was
reached on an Interim Constitution,
which was adopted by Parliament on 22
December 1993.

FW de Klerk was appointed to Prime
Minister John Vorster’s Cabinet in January
1978 and served as a Minister in various
portfolios for 11 years. In 1982 he was
elected as the NP’s Transvaal leader.

On 2 February 1989 after PW Botha’s
surprise resignation, he was elected
Leader of the National Party. In his first
speech as leader he said that his goal
was “a totally changed South Africa…
a South Africa free of domination or
oppression in any form…”

After the National Party lost some byelections, the rightwing Conservative
Party claimed that De Klerk could no
longer negotiate on behalf of white
South Africans. De Klerk called a white
referendum, which he won with a 69%
majority.
Although CODESA made substantial
progress, the negotiations were seriously
undermined by violence. In June 1992
the ANC withdrew from CODESA and
embarked on ‘rolling mass action’ that
brought South Africa to the brink of
chaos.
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De Klerk supported President PW
Botha’s reform policies, which by 1986
had repealed more than 100 apartheid
laws. He was deeply involved in intense
leadership discussions regarding the
need for constitutional change.

Constitutional negotiations began on 20
December 1991 at the Congress for a
Democratic South Africa (CODESA).

On 10 December 1993 Nelson Mandela
and FW de Klerk were awarded the
3
Nobel Peace Prize.
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On 2 February 1990 President De Klerk
announced the unbanning of all political
parties and the release of Nelson
Mandela.2 He called for negotiations on
a new non-racial constitution.

